
 

Welcome to Worship at 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

STORY CITY, IOWA 
January 3, 2016 

 
 

Mission Statement 
Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 

And Making Him Known to All 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

604 Lafayette Avenue 
Story City, Iowa 

515.733.4972 
Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 
E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 

Ministers – All Members 
Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 
Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 

The Second Sunday of Christmas                                January 3, 2016 
 
We Prepare to Meet God 
 Prelude 
 Opening Hymn    
  “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”              (vs. 1-2, 4-5) No. 292                           
 Prayer 
 Time for Greeting 
  Announcements 
  
We Confess Our Sin and Receive God’s Forgiveness 
 We Confess Our Sin (together) 

Lord, God of our tomorrows, we confess our sinful condition 
before You. We desire something better than what we have 
and what we are. We know ourselves too well and see our 
human frailty. We know that our temporary gods are 
vulnerable and will crumble under the test. We realize that our 
desires backfire on us at the worst times. God of the New 
Year and all our tomorrows, give us Your forgiveness. Let us 
see today the promise of something better in our lives. 

     We Hear the Good News (Pastor) 
 Our God is a tomorrow God. He knows our past and He 
knows where we are headed. He knows our needs and 
desires His children to come to Him in prayer. As we confess 
our sin to Him, He is faithful and will forgive our sin and set us 
right with Himself. He knows that He is what we desire and 
that true fulfillment comes in knowing Him. His promise of 
something better is found in His forgiveness and in His love. 
Praise God for His goodness. 

 Worship Song        
  “Another Year Is Dawning”                                      No. 811 
 
We Hear God’s Word   
 Gospel - Luke 2:41-52 

41 
Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the 

Festival of the Passover. 
42 

When he was twelve years old, 
they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 

43 
After 

the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, 
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were 
unaware of it. 

44 
Thinking he was in their company, they 
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traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among 
their relatives and friends. 

45 
When they did not find him, they 

went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 
46 

After three days 
they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
47 

Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding 
and his answers. 

48 
When his parents saw him, they were 

astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you 
treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously 
searching for you.” 

49 
“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t 

you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 
50 

But they did 
not understand what he was saying to them. 

51 
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was 

obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in 
her heart. 

52 
And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in 

favor with God and man. 
 

We Confess Our Faith                                              
 Nicene Creed                                                                (on screen) 
 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 Offering 
  Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                                (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed  
 Anthem   
  “Bethlehem's Gift”                                                  Price, Besig 
   The Senior Choir - Susan Amensen, Director                                                  
 Sermon                       
       “Doing Our Father's Business”                        Pastor Anenson 
 Hymn                 
  “O Come, Let Us Adore Him”                                       No. 196                                                   
 

We Receive God’s Grace in the Sacrament 
   Words of Institution 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 Distribution 
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 Blessing 
 Benediction 
 Closing Hymn 
         “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”                  (vs. 1-3, 6) No.686                      
 Postlude 

Organist: Emily Anderson 
Communion Preparer:  Nancy McMenamin 
Candlelighter: Delaney Sorem 
Greeters: Brandon & Tammy Hansen 
Ushers: Al Hermanson, Dion & Brenda Whipple, Bo Ammerman,  
 Tyler Oberender 
Reader: Shirley Frette 
Communion Assistants: Shirley Frette, Al Hermanson 
Communion Helpers: Colby Gray, Dylan Matheason 
Sound Engineer: Craig Sargent 

 
Happy New Year, and welcome to worship! May God renew us and 
bless us as we praise His name together. 
 
Welcome to Visitors! Thank you for filling out the white information 
card in front of you. You may put it in the offering plate or give it to an 
usher as you come forward for communion. 
 
Holy Communion. Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. In prayerful preparation for the Table, please read and 
fill out the Information Card in front of you and give to an usher as 
you are directed forward. We welcome to this family meal all who 
have been baptized into the Christian faith, and who believe that 
Christ is present in the bread and wine offering forgiveness of sins, 
life and salvation. Children who have not been prepared to receive 
the Sacrament are invited to come with their family for a blessing.  
 If you are unable to come to the front to receive the sacrament, 
let an usher know and the elements will be brought to you. We offer 
gluten free wafers. If you desire that kind of wafer, simply point to the 
small container in the bread tray. Grape juice is also available. Please 
point to the center of the tray if you desire this.  
 
Food Pantry. Place your items for the Loaves and Fishes Food 
Pantry in the grocery cart in the narthex today. Cash donations are 
also always welcome. Checks can be made out to Immanuel with a 
notation for the Food Pantry and placed in the offering plate.  
 
There will be a time of fellowship and refreshments in the Social 
Hall following the worship service. Everyone is invited. 
 
Today following the worship service we will need a number of 
people to help take the decorations off the Christmas tree. We will 
also take down the tree. Thanks in advance! 



 
LCMC Days of Prayer: January 5, 6, and 7, 2016 
 Every congregation, member and pastor in LCMC is being 
invited to set aside some time each day of January 5, 6, and 7, 2016 
for prayer.  Our attitude toward prayer has often been characterized 
by saying, “Well, all we can do now is pray!” Prayer is not the 
hopeless act of desperation.  Prayer is a gift that God has given to us 
as a means to approach the throne of grace with confidence—like 
that of a child coming to her parents sharing concerns, victories, 
defeats and every part of life.  It is an opportunity to express the 
deepest heartache and the greatest joy.  Prayer is a conversation 
between the Creator and the created…and the conversation began 
with God, for us, in Christ Jesus. 
  
Day One: January 5 
 This is a day focused on confession. We have made our 
lives, our relationships—and even the church—in our own image. We 
confess that the church belongs to Jesus and not to us. We gather to 
lay down our pride, our sin and our agenda and ask the Lord of the 
church for forgiveness, which He gives freely and with mercy. 
  
Day Two: January 6 
 This is a day of petition. Pray for your congregation, for the 
pastors, for the leaders, for those who carry out ministries, and for all 
the members. Pray for those in hospital and nursing home ministries. 
Pray for all those connected to your church that they might know 
God’s redeeming love for all in Christ. 
  
Day Three: January 7 
 This is a day for vision. Pray that the Holy Spirit will again 
move through the hearts and minds of leaders and pastors that God’s 
vision for His church might be revealed and fulfilled. This is a time of 
prayer for renewal, revival and encouragement. Pray for God’s vision. 
  
 Let’s come together as an association of congregations 
across the U.S. and around the world to pray! I believe that the 
church will never rise up until we first get down on our knees!  
 
           --LCMC Service Coordinator, Mark Vander Tuig 
  
 
 
 

The Annual Meeting of Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church is 
set for Sunday, January 17, following the 9:30 A.M. worship service. 
All active confirmed members are eligible to vote. The Middle School 
and High School Youth will serve a dinner following the meeting. 
Items on the agenda will include: 

1. The mission commitment for 2016, 

2. Update on Endowment Fund, 

3. Vote on pastors’ salaries, and  

4. The election of new council and committee members and 
delegates. 

 
 

Ballot for Annual Meeting - January 17, 2016 

 

Church Officers:   Board of Education: 
President: Brad Waline               Brenda Lykins 

Vice President: John Abrams   

Secretary: Gail Nordholm 

Treasurer: Dennis Bauman 

 

Deacons: Trustees: Nominating Committee: 

Al Hermanson Rich Corcoron Karen Waline 

John Nordeen Marcus Seaton Linda Narigon 

  Matt Sporleder 

Endowment Fund Committee: Miriam Skartvedt 

Dennis Bauman                                       Tyler Whipple 

Mike Billings 

 
Delegates: 

LCMC National Gathering: Pastor Kurt Jensen, Joel Danielson 

Riverside Bible Camp: Kim Sporleder, Laurie Thompson, Bambi Cerka 

Bethany Manor: Edgar Christian, Clayton Gabrielson, Gloria 
Oberender, Sue Uthe, Mike Valen 

Waldorf College: Ole Skaar 
 

Submitted by the Nominating Committee – Joel Gabrielson, Justin 
Hanson, Rachel Winecoff, Sarah Gelner, Julie Skaar 

 

 
 



January is Mission Month. In the weeks ahead we will have 
representatives from various mission organizations, that we help and 
support, share at our Adult Class (8:30-9:15 A.M.) in the Social Hall. 
We thank Betsy Warburton, CEO of Bethany Life Communities, for 
sharing today. Next Sunday, Pastor Bob Nordvoll will share about the 
ministry of East European Mission Network.  Everyone is welcome! 

 
Next Sunday will be our monthly Improvement Fund offering. This 
fund is used for capital expenditures to maintain and improve our 
church buildings.  

 
Attendance last Sunday: 158 

 
Attendance Christmas Eve:  4:30 - 391; 8:00 - 87 

 
Our Trinity and Confirmation classes and Junior Choir will meet 
again this Wednesday evening.  

 
All chairpersons, secretaries, and treasurers are reminded to 
have their annual report information to the church office by this 
Wednesday, January 6. 

 
Men of Immanuel. All men of Immanuel are invited to meet each 
Saturday morning from 8-9 A.M. in the Social Hall during the school 
year. Donuts and coffee are served. We will begin a new series this 
Saturday, January 9. Everyone is welcome!  

 
If Roland-Story Schools are dismissed early due to weather 
conditions, church events will also be cancelled that day. Information 
will posted be on the church website. 

 
Youth Quake.  Please pray for us - A group of 32 (a 400% increase 
from last year) of us will be going to be in Des Moines later this week 
for a fun, challenging and powerful Youth Quake event. There are 26 
sixth through ninth graders, as well as six adult chaperones attending 
this event. Would you please pray for us?  Pray for safety, good 
health, great discussions and that we would listen to what the Spirit is 
doing in our lives.  Thank You! — Zachary 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

 Quilt Tying. We have a half day scheduled for quilt tying Thursday, 
January 14, from 9 A.M.-12 noon in the Social Hall. Drop in for an 
hour or stay for the morning. Coffee time at 10:30 A.M. Treats are 
welcome but certainly not required! Come share in the fellowship 
with others while providing a service to people in need. 

 
Reminders 

 A nursery/playroom is available across from the restrooms on the 
main floor of the educational wing.  

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 The winter issue of the "Our Daily Bread" devotional book is on 
the shelf in the narthex. The large print devotionals are also there. 

 The new edition of "The Lutheran Digest" is available on the shelf 
in the narthex. 

 The 2016 "Daily Texts" devotional books are available on the 
welcome table for $7.00. 

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. If you have been 
thinking of trying a unit, please ask an usher to assist you. We have 
several extra units at this time. 

 Tune in to the Immanuel Lutheran Radio Broadcast each Sunday 
morning at 8 A.M. on KASI Radio (AM 1430).  

 During the winter months, if you would like an usher to pick you 
up and take you to worship, feel free to let the church office know 
and we will make arrangements.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 God's light to shine in the dark places of our world and our 
lives. 

 Healing, peace, and comfort for those who are hospitalized, 
grieving, or far from home. 

 

We praise God for: 

 Hope and strength for each day. 

 New beginnings in the New Year. 
 
 



 

Youth Activities 

High School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be TODAY at Noon as we gather for 

lunch together.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Middle School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be YOUTH QUAKE this weekend for 

those who signed up!  

 

Middle and High School Youth Activities 

Youth Group Volunteering - ALL adults over the age of 18, we 

need your help!!  We're using VolunteerSpot to organize our Sign-

ups for the Immanuel Lutheran Church Youth Group.  Go to this 

link to see our Sign-Up on VolunteerSpot: 

http://vols.pt/UYDWZS  Thank You so much.  We can't do it 

without you. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 3 - January 10, 2016 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, January 3 – Communion Sunday 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Take down Christmas Tree & Decorations 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
12:00 Noon HS Lunch 

 
Monday, January 4 
  
Tuesday, January 5 
          9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 
  LCMC Days of Prayer 
  
Wednesday, January 6 

6:30 P.M. Junior Choir  
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper for Trinity & Confirmation 
6:45 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Classes  
7:30 P.M. Senior Choir 

  LCMC Days of Prayer  
 
Thursday, January 7 
 LCMC Days of Prayer 
 
Friday, January 8 
 5:00 P.M. Youth Quake 
 
Saturday, January 9 

8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
 Youth Quake 

 
Sunday, January 10 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:30 A.M. Stephen Ministers 
 Youth Quake 

http://vols.pt/UYDWZS

